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Are there answers?



Science can never know

oOoThere are t wo ahyuseful psovided wedollawr u t

the laws upon which they are predicated.

oThe first I s the scientific
confirm a theory or, alternatively, establish a valid principle
through experimentation. The scientific method is a valuable way
of seeking truth. However, it has two limitations. First, we never
can be surewe have identified absolute truth , though we often
draw nearer and nearer to it. Second, sometimes, no matter how
earnestly we apply the method, we can get the wrong answer .
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OThe best way of f I gadtotinegrigihofal h |
truth and ask or respond to inspiration. For success, two

iIngredients are essential: first, unwavering faith in the source of all
truth; second, a willingness to keep God's commandments to keep
open spiliritual communi cati on wit
General Conference, October 2007)
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Can we know?



“we do know ... we have seen”
oVeri ly, verily, | say un

know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive
hnot our witness. o (John 3
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“I am a rough stone rolling ...”

We have amore sure word of prophecy , whereunto you do well to
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place. We were
eye-withesses of his majesty and heard the voice of his excellent
glory.' And what could be more sure? When he was transfigured
on the mount, what could be more sure to them? Divines have
been quarrelling for ages about the meaning of this. (Joseph Smith)
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| am like a huge, rough stone rolling down from a high mountain; and
the only polishing I get is when some corner gets rubbed off by coming
In contact with something else, striking with accelerated force against
religious bigotry, priestcraft, lawyer-craft, doctor-craft, lying editors,
suborned judges and jurors, and the authority of perjured executives,
backed by mobs, blasphemers, licentious and corrupt men and women;,-
all hell knocking off a corner here and a corner there.

Thus I will become a smooth and polished shaft in the quiver of the
Almighty, who will give me dominion over all and every one of them,
when their refuge of lies shall fail, and their hiding place shall be
destroyed, while these smooth-polished stones with which | come In

contact become marred.
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“I could not be shaken”

And he was learned, that he had aperfect knowledge of the
language of the people; wherefore, he could usemuch flattery , and
much power of speech, according to the power of the devil .

And he had hope to shake me from the faith , notwithstanding the
many revelations and the many things which | had seen
concerning these things; for | truly had seenangels, and they had
ministered unto me. And also, | had heard the voice of the Lord
speaking unto me in very word, from time to time; wherefore, |
could not be shaken . (Jacob 7:45)
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“will receive
that knowledge”

oEvery soul upon the face of the earth
who has a desire to know It [testimony
of Joseph Smith & Restoration] has the
orivilege, for every soul that will

numble himself, and in the depths of
numility and faith, with a contrite

spirit, go before the Lord, will receive
that knowledge just assurely as he
ives. 6 (Joseph Field| @
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“fasted much and prayed much”

ot hey [ Sons of Mosi ah] had waxed
truth; for they were men of a sound understanding and they

had searchedthe scriptures diligently, that they might know the

word of God.

oBut this 1 s not all ; mubhemyehad ¢
and fasting ; therefore they had the spirit of prophecy, and the spirit

of revelation, and when they taught, they taught with power and

aut hority of & d. o (Alma 17: 2
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“fasted much and prayed much”

ot hey [ S o n dsastedmud arediprayled much that the

Lord would grant unto them a portion of his Spirit to go with them,

and abide with them, that they might be an instrument in the hands

of God to bring, If it were possible, their brethren, the Lamanites, to

the knowledge of the truth, to the knowledge of the baseness of
thetraditons of t heiltr fathers, which we
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“fasted and prayed many days”

Do ye not suppose that | know of these things myself ? Behold, |
testify unto you that | do know that these things whereof | have

spoken aretrue. And how do ye suppose that | know of their
surety?

Behold, | say unto you they are made known unto me by the Holy
Spirit of God. Behold, | have fasted and prayed many days that |
might know these things of myself . And now | do know of myself
that they are true; for the Lord God hath made them manifest unto
me by his Holy Spirit; and this is the spirit of revelation which is in
me. (Alma 5:45-46)
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Certain testimony

0 No obaver knew among the General Authorities of the Church
In the past 50 yearsbore a more impressive and certain testimony
of the gospel of Jesus Christ than did PresidentJoseph Fielding
Smith, tenth president of the Church. It was a testimony always
borne in simplicity and conviction . Its simplicity matched his life,
as also did its humbleness of expression. It was a testimony rich In
a heritage of priceless family tradition.
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Certain testimony

O | do not remember the ti me when
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ nor in the mission of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, o6 (Joseph F
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Of his father, Joseph F. Smith, Joseph

Fielding Smith sai d:

element of doubt or uncertainty in
his testimony. Especially was this so
when he spoke of the divinity of our
Savior or the mission of the prophet
Joseph Smith.Oo
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